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Current facts about education

https://unsplash.com
/es/fotos/O

kZ59BcC
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https://unsplash.com/es/fotos/OkZ59BcC


The rise of technology
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https://labs.openai.com
/e/eB9vyK074Lbbm

10Q
tzixcW

Yf/original

The amount of technology advancement 
that occurred in the year 2000 occurred 
every hour and 6 minutes in 2013 and 

occurs every 30 seconds currently

https://labs.openai.com/e/eB9vyK074Lbbm10QtzixcWYf/original


Global changes due to 
COVID-19

New reality, new 
habits
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Hybrid learning models are consolidating as 
one of the most valued options
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Persons should be ready to 
develop multiple careers in a 
lifetime
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Relationship with the people’s 
professional development

https://labs.openai.com
/e/SU
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https://labs.openai.com/e/SUYYVVfz2KdHbuO58CERjVrG/gBqFDeVVs7dRQtmzVpcWBNEp


The nature of learning+work is fully in change

• Mindset: Embrace the challenge. Lifelong learning scenarios

• Skillset: The knowledge-based skills are not enough anymore. 
Transversal flexible skills are needed and required

• Toolset: Digital technologies, artificial intelligence, virtual reality…
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“Exponential change is the new abnormal. We need to 
see work and learning with new eyes”
(Gary A. Bolles)

https://unsplash.com
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https://unsplash.com/es/fotos/IMUwe-p1yqs


Paradigm shifts
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Academic 
pathways

Front-loaded
education

Classroom-based
learning

Technical knowledge
and skills

Public sector
provision

Multiple modular 
pathways

Lifelong 
learning

Work-based 
blended learning

Transversal adaptive
skills

Public-private sector
partnership Michael Fung



Increasing of the complexity in the learning ecosystems 
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Current challenges in education

https://unsplash.com
/es/fotos/Jxi526YIQ

gA

https://unsplash.com/es/fotos/Jxi526YIQgA


Global challenges for education in the 21st century

Our vision of the future of education 11

Skills 
development 

and 
community 

empowerment

The changing 
world of work

Demographic 
change

Global 
citizenship 

and solidarity

Mental health 
problems

New digital 
technologies

Climate crisis

Learn to learn

Adult learners’ needs / 
Intergenerational approach

Improving social cohesion

Health prevention and recovery skills

Basic and advanced 
ICT knowledge

Green and 
resilience skills

Raúl Valdés-Cotera



Institutional challenges
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+ Quality and relevance

+ Efficiency+ Coverage 
and inclusion

A multidisciplinary, differentiated and up-to-
date academic offer, which ensures quality 
teaching considering educational innovation 
and the right balance between learning 
methodologies and emerging educational 
technologies

University committed to the progress of its 
environment, social participation and 
employability

Competency-based education and 
lifelong learning to increase learning 
outcomes

Quality higher education and lifelong 
learning opportunities internationally 
attractive to all segments of the population, 
without discrimination based on race, 
religion, gender, etc.

Democratization of knowledge by 
participating in the postulates of 
open knowledge

Public higher education service, a leader in the national and 
international sphere, integrating and transmitting knowledge 
through teaching and learning activities
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https://unsplash.com
/es/fotos/B4op5oZ4x5Q

Action strategy

https://unsplash.com/es/fotos/B4op5oZ4x5Q


Users are also components of the technological ecosystem

Users interact with technology and with each other through technology

Users interact with each other

Technology 

(Technological Ecosystem)

Human components

Software components

Hardware components

Interoperability

Users 

(Social Ecosystem)

Interactions

Between people

Between people mediated technology

With the technology

Learning Ecology

Implementation of complex learning ecologies
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Learning ecology characteristics
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Complex nature of the Internet’s expanded living environment

Technology/Internet based to define hybrid and smart learning spaces 
that combine natural and artificial intelligences

Intensive and lifelong learning societies with an increasing importance 
of the informal learning processes

Digital culture: interdependency, collaboration, and sustainability

Personalization: The individuals as change agents and responsible of their 
adequation to the new learning ecology

Congruent with the open and social nature of the online knowledge

https://unsplash.com
/es/fotos/eA32JIBsSu8

https://unsplash.com/es/fotos/eA32JIBsSu8


Challenges in the new learning ecology
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University committed to the progress of its 
environment, social participation and employability
Quality higher education and lifelong learning 
opportunities internationally attractive to all segments 
of the population, without discrimination based on 
race, religion, gender, etc.
Democratization of knowledge by participating in the 
postulates of open knowledge
A multidisciplinary, differentiated and up-to-date 
academic offer, which ensures quality teaching 
considering educational innovation and the right 
balance between learning methodologies and 
emerging educational technologies

Competency-based education and lifelong learning to 
increase learning outcomes

Public higher education service, a leader in the 
national and international sphere, integrating and 
transmitting knowledge through teaching and learning 
activities

Complexity Smart
technologies

Lifelong 
learning

Digital 
culture

Personalization Open
Knowledge



Framework to accomplish new actions
University of Salamanca is member of the new Knowledge Equity 
Network and will sign the forthcoming Global Declaration on 
Knowledge Equity
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Framework to face new 
realities, opportunities, and 
risks
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https://labs.openai.com/e/mGqqFQP0Awhz8N5nBOoF9Wvm/SXtbzpgCXE7gMLxOa0zqmRt3


The Future of Education Vision at the University of Salamanca
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I D E A L
International 

scope
Devoted to fit
the purpose 

with
suitable technologies
and methodologies

Equitable and 
inclusive

Accessible 
and open

Lifelong learning
approach
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