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INTRODUCTORY NOTE
A central aim of the WYRED project is to give children and young people a voice, particularly in
relation to research into issues that concern them, and how its results are discussed and presented.
A manifesto written by the consortium exists to declare our intentions. We hope that the children and
young people participating in WYRED will contribute to their own manifesto.
With the help of a group of young people in Belgium, we have created a “seed” manifesto, with some
bullet points to start, but we cannot do more, since this manifesto should represent the voices of
children and young people.
This will be placed on a wiki page on the WYRED platform. All the children and young people
participating can add ideas or comment.

SEED MANIFESTO
•

We, young people, have always been perceived as “the future”. We are seen as “agents
of

change”,

“shapers

of

our

societies”

or

“drivers

of

new

behaviours

and

understandings”.
•

Unfortunately, we are not often listened to, and we are not free to shape our world. We
are seen to as “users”, the objects of others decisions.

•

We are seen as a homogenous group: “the young”. But we are we are diverse. We feel
our immense diversity should be respected. Each of us has their own complex identity,
background and attitudes that create our own sense of self, which cannot be reduced to
a single element or aspect.

•

We feel our freedoms are not respected. We need to be able to exercise our freedoms
without fear of being judged for who we are, but also to stay safe. We feel this world is
not well adapted to our needs.

•

We did not live in the pre-digital era. We have not had to “adapt to technology”. Our
world has always had a digital dimension that is an indivisible part of it. But our world
was and is being shaped by others, without us having a say.

•

We want to have our say, we want to be able to define our rules, rights, expectations,
responsibilities and obligations. We do not want to be passive “users”.

•

The digital world we inhabit is blurred. Reality and virtuality overlap, as do distinctions
between human, machines and nature. We have our own understandings of this
changing space and the potential it has, and our potential within it, and we want to
explore these issues.

•

We believe our perceptions can shape society, and the way our role in it is understood.
We welcome the chance to voice our concerns and explore them to find potential
solutions and insights to share with society.

•

We also welcome the safe space WYRED provides, where we can embrace our diversity
in a spirit of equality, where all our individual natures can engage and contribute and
where we can explore actively and creatively.
WYRED will have a slogan, written by children and young people
Have a look at our slogan competition
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